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because one of his children had been ill on a
day when there had been a great deal of lightning.
After pointing out, in the presence of many persons,
the uselessness of this superstition, I pulled the pole
out of the ground and flung it, with the dog, upon
the grass, and continued my visits; for, after making
the savages pray to God, I visited from time to time all
whose fields were in that quarter. My walk always
covered fully three leagues, over a very good road;
and the distance seemed short to me, owing to the stay
that I made at the various places where I halted.
All the people left for their winter quarters on the
26th of September, excepting some old women,
who remained in 14 or 15 cabins, and a considerable
number of Kaskaskia. Notwithstanding all the
trouble I took to prevent the sick children from
being embarked without receiving baptism, some
escaped me whose parents would not allow me to
baptize them. I followed others as far as the place
of embarkation, to endeavor to give them their viati-
cum for eternity. I did right in not allowing myself
to be repelled by the railleries with which the
parents and all the women, who were on the point of
embarking, treated my anxiety; for God rewarded
my efforts with the salvation of several of these little
innocents. The chief of the Preouarecoua, who was
surprised to see me at the water’s edge, asked me
what I was doing there, and whether I was waiting
for the mother of a sick child. I replied jestingly
that I wished to baptize his child, on which he
began to joke. ‘‘Be not surprised,” I said to him
and to those who were present, ‘“if I have been
standing here so long. I am much more surprised
that no pity is shown to the children, who are and



